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One of the features of a pedestrianized city is having suitable public places so that
citizens could spend their leisure time there. Making such spaces is one of the important
duties of city managers. Chaharbagh Abbasi Street, having the characteristics of third
places such as green spaces and shady trees that can bring a sense of belonging and
memories for pedestrians is now available as a pedestrian for citizens. In this research, the
conceptual model was defined by studying library document and, which is done by
examining another research works conducted in this field. In this model, the characteristics
of the third places were classified as independent variables in four indicators of "uses and
activity", "access and linkages", "comfort and image", and "sociability". And the extent of
its effect on vitality index as a dependent variable was investigated by designing a
questionnaire in the form of a five-choice Likert scale and analyzed by Smart PLS
software with a second order confirmatory Factor method. The statistical sample size was
obtained using the Morgan Table and the questionnaire was distributed randomly among
384 citizens over 18 years old in Chaharbagh Abbasi pedestrian area of Isfahan city. This
study showed that, although “access and linkages” variables does not have a direct effect
on the vitality variable, indirectly and through influencing other variables, it has a
significant role in the presence and vitality of Chaharbagh pedestrian space. In this
research, 66% of the changes in vitality as a dependent variable were explained by
independent variables such as “comfort and image”, “sociability”, “uses and activity” in
the structural model. Since most of the citizens use the pedestrian space as a place to talk
and have fun with family and friends, it is very crucial to provide a safe environment that
can make the conversation space pleasant. Along with the suitable flooring, the creation of
shaded spaces, and the satisfactory quality of outdoor spaces and cafes, is some of the
features that could attract the attention of the public and have improved the mentioned
memorable feeling. If the city managers pay attention to these issues, it will certainly
create a pleasant environment.
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Introduction

One of the features of a pedestrianized city is having suitable public places, so that citizens could spend their
leisure time there. Chaharbagh Abbasi Street, having the characteristics of third places such as green spaces and
shady trees that can bring a sense of belonging and memories for pedestrians is now available as a pedestrian for
citizens. Some of the goals that are considered in the present research include identifying and examining the
characteristics of the Chaharbagh Abbasi pedestrian based on the criteria of presence and vitality of urban
spaces, analyzing the indicators that affect the mental and emotional relationship of pedestrians with the
pedestrian space including the memorable feeling, and, in the end, providing optimal solutions for the purpose of
planning and optimizing the pedestrian.

Data and Method

The current research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive in terms of method. In this research, one of
the first steps is to draw a conceptual model, by studying library document and also, which is done by examining
other research works conducted in this field. In this model, the characteristics of the third places were classified
as independent variables in four indicators of "uses and activity"”, "access and linkages", "comfort and image",
and "sociability”. And the extent of its effect on vitality index as a dependent variable was investigated by
designing a questionnaire in the form of a five-choice Likert scale and analyzed by Smart PLS software with a
second order confirmatory Factor method. The statistical sample size was obtained using the Morgan Table and
the questionnaire was distributed randomly among 384 citizens over 18 years old in Chaharbagh Abbasi
pedestrian area of Isfahan city. To analyze the collected data, descriptive statistics including mean and standard
deviation were used to organize, summarize, prepare tables, draw diagrams, and describe and interpret the data
collected from the statistical sample. Furthermore, in this research, the inferential statistics method has been
used. This method deals with the characteristics and parameters related to the statistical population of the
research and the quality of the relationship between concepts and variables, which includes one-sample T- test ,
and correlation tests using the structural equation method in the form of SPSS and Smart PLS softwares.

Results and Discussion

This study showed that, although “access and linkages™ variables does not have a direct effect on the vitality
variable, indirectly and through influencing other variables, it has a significant role in the vitality of Chaharbagh
pedestrian space. In this research, 66% of the changes in vitality as a dependent variable were explained by
independent variables such as “comfort and image”, “sociability”, “uses and activity” in the structural model. By
examining the coefficients of the path in the t-statistic, since these values for the variables of “sociability”, “uses
and activity” and finally, “comfort and image” towards the vitality variable are 6.941, 2.483, and 6.067, and all
of them are bigger than 1.96, So this hypothesis is confirmed that Chaharbagh pedestrian as a third place has
been able to create vitality and social liveliness. The results of the one-sample t-test showed that in terms of the
quality of the variables of the studied area, it has a score higher than the average from the citizens' point of view.
In this regard, the analysis of the inferential statistics of the structural equation model shows that the memorable
feeling, which was presented as an item (BO7) in the sociability index (with a factor load of 0.802 and score of
3.95 out of 4) indicates a high correlation between the pleasantness of the Chaharbagh pedestrian space and
sociability.

Conclusion

Since most of the citizens use the pedestrian space as a place to talk and have good times with their family and
friends, it is very crucial to provide a safe environment that can make the conversation space pleasant. Along
with the suitable flooring, creation of the shaded spaces, and the satisfactory quality of outdoor spaces and cafes,
is some of the features that could attract the attention of the general public and have improved the mentioned
memorable feeling. Although at the time of distribution of the questionnaire, the corona pandemic had not
completely disappeared, the presence of families in that particular health situation, shows the sociality of the
pedestrian space in addition to its proper health status. Since Chaharbagh Abbasi can be considered one of the
most successful pedestrians in Iran, continuous monitoring of it is of particular importance. Therefore, paying
attention to the age of the Chaharbagh pedestrian and the existence of old buildings there, is one of the most vital
potentials in this space, if managed and used optimally, could greatly contribute to its vitality. In fact, this is a
point that if city managers don't pay attention to, it will cause the liveliness and vitality of this pedestrian to
disappear in the not-so-distant years.
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