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Agricultural tourism is considered one of the strategies for the development of rural areas.
In this regard, the purpose of this research is to identify the factors affecting the
development of agricultural tourism. The current research is of an applied type in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of nature and method. Data collection has been
done through the field method and a structured questionnaire. The statistical population of
the research includes rural tourists in the study area. Meanwhile, sampling has been done
by the simple random method. Also, according to Cochran's method, the number of the
statistical sample is equal to 148 people. In order to ensure the validity of the research
questionnaire, content validity, factor loading coefficient, combined reliability, and also
Cronbach's alpha method were used to check reliability. Data analysis was done using
descriptive and inferential statistics in SPSS software and the structural equation modeling
technique in Smartpls software. The results indicate that despite the high importance of
socio-cultural, economic, facilities and services, environmental, and institutional
components in the rural areas of Saman county, the quality of the mentioned factors was
lower than average. Meanwhile, the institutional component has more unfavorable
conditions than other components, which is caused by the existence of serious weaknesses
in factors such as incentive plans, government participation and support, support systems,
laws, and regulations, specifically in the field of agricultural tourism. Therefore, according
to the factors affecting the development of agricultural tourism in rural areas, necessary
measures to improve the situation of this type of tourism should be put on the agenda of
the authorities.
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Agricultural tourism is one of the strategies that have been proposed in the last few decades to diversify the
economy and promote sustainable rural development. Most countries around the world have considered this type
of tourism as a new strategy for socio-economic development, reconstruction, and revitalization of rural areas.
Considering the novelty of this strategy and the need to preserve non-renewable resources, the development of
agricultural tourism requires the existence of appropriate infrastructure. Saman county has been affected by the
phenomenon of tourism due to its privileged geographical location (located on the banks of the Zayandehroud
River) and its many potentials in the fields of nature tourism, rural tourism, and agriculture. On the other hand, it
has achieved limited success in the economic field. However, due to the lack of accurate and scientific
understanding of the strengths, bottlenecks, and existing capabilities, as well as the absence of a comprehensive
and targeted program for the proper use of these capabilities, this potential has not been sufficiently utilized to
achieve the economic and social development of the villages in the county. Saman county has the potential to
create and develop agricultural tourism activities due to the touristic nature of the region and the predominant
agricultural livelihoods of its people. However, without the desire and participation of the local community, lack
of awareness within the local community in this field, the creation, development, and sustainability of tourism
will not be possible. Considering the special importance of agricultural tourism, the purpose of this research is to
investigate the factors affecting the development of agricultural tourism in the rural areas of Saman county. In
this regard, how the development of agricultural tourism operates is also addressed within the study scope of the
research.

Data and Method

The current research is of an applied type in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of nature and
method. Quantitative data collection was employed through a structured questionnaire. Data analysis utilized
both descriptive and inferential statistics in SPSS software, and the structural equation modeling technique in
Smart PLS software.

The statistical population of the research comprises rural tourists in the study area. In this context, a simple
random method was employed to distribute the questionnaires. The statistical sample size for the research is
determined to be 148 people.

Results and Discussion

In the present study, skewness and kurtosis coefficients were employed to assess the normality or non-normality
of the data. The results of these coefficients indicated the normality of the data. Consequently, parametric tests
were employed for the inferential analysis of the data. The structural equation modeling technique using
SmartPLS software was utilized to examine the initial conceptual model of the research. This involved three
components: measurement model fitting, structural model fitting, and overall model fitting. To assess the
reliability of the measurement model, factor loadings, Cronbach's alpha, and composite reliability were
calculated, and the results demonstrated the acceptable reliability of the measurement model. Convergent and
divergent validity of the measurement model were also assessed and found to be appropriate. Subsequently, the
fit of the structural model was examined, considering criteria such as t-values, R?, Stone-Geisser (Q?), and
redundancy criteria. The results indicated a suitable structural fit for the model. The GOF criterion was also
applied to assess the fit of the overall model, and the results indicated a strong fit. Furthermore, an examination
of the performance of agricultural tourism development in the rural areas of Saman revealed that the average
status of all components is less than 3 (average). In other words, the current situation of agricultural tourism in
the rural areas of Saman county is below average. Additionally, to assess the performance of agricultural tourism
in these areas, the importance of the components was considered in comparison to their current situation. The
results revealed a performance gap across all components of agricultural tourism in the rural areas of Saman
county.

Conclusion

The research findings indicated that, despite the significance of the studied indicators in the realm of agricultural
tourism, the performance of officials in this field was below average. The expansion of this type of tourism in the
studied regions faces diverse challenges and limitations, making it unrealistic to expect favorable outcomes from
any management and planning actions in the tourism sector. Furthermore, the research results highlighted that
socio-cultural, economic, environmental, facilities and services, and institutional components are crucial factors
with significant importance in the development of agricultural tourism. These components should be the focal
point of attention for effective planning and management in the realm of agricultural tourism.
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