Identifying the strategy and priorities of economic and social research in
agriculture, natural resources, and rural development

Sefatollah Rahmani ™ | Alireza Nikooie 2, Mehrnoosh Mirzaei 3, Neda Alizadeh?

1. Corresponding author, Research Associat Professor of TAT Organization,Tehran,Iran. E-mail: s.rahmani62@gmail.com.
2. research assistant professor of TAT organization, Tehran,Iran. E-mail: anikooie@areeo.ac.ir

3. research assistant professor of TAT organization, Tehran,Iran. E-mail: mehr_mirza@yahoo.com

3. research assistant professor of TAT organization, Tehran,Iran. E-mail: nedalizadeh@yahoo.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received: 9 September 2023
Revised : 14 February 2024
Accepted 19 February 2024
Published :18 February 2025

Keywords:

economic and social research,
research needs,

agriculture and rural
development,

SWOT technique

Formulating a research program strategy based on the goals and policies of the upstream
and making it operational based on the capacities and facilities is one of the important and
basic measures that have been carried out in the Agricultural Research, Education, and
Promotion Organization (TAT). Part of this program is strategic identification and
priorities, economic and social research of agriculture and rural development. which has
been done using descriptive, survey,and field research methods, using the SWAT
technique.After reviewing the above documents,expert meetings were held with the
presence of experts and experienced researchers in the field of economic and social
research in the agriculture and rural development sectors in the country. The results show
that among the 11 weak points examined,three cases are climatic diversity, the information
obtained from studies, and the existence of legal capacity,and among the 21 weak points
examined,territorial fragmentation, the absence of a positive economic and social attitude
in research and program. Planning the development of the sector is of great
importance.Also, among the 14 investigated opportunities, two cases are the orientation of
the sector towards knowledge-based and the possibility of increasing the production
capacity of agricultural products,and among the 11 investigated threats,two cases are the
lack of practical belief in the proper structure and little attention to research results in
planning. They have great privilege and importance. Based on the results of internal factors
and external factors, the evaluation matrix shows that the current state of agricultural
economics and rural development research is in the defensive area. In other words, trying
to maintain the status quo. For 9 research areas in 14 research axes,more than 700
economic and social plans/projects have been identified, for their implementation, it is
necessary to provide facilities, credits,and expert human resources with the participation of
the private sector and universities.
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Introduction

Based on the studies, farmers in the future will have to deal with issues such as competition in the market,
reducing budgets, risk management, combating climate change, water management, and using the opportunities
that have arisen due to the demand in the field of bio-energy along with conservation. A variety of species will
be encountered. The transformation and diversity of agricultural products, changing consumer tastes, the need to
increase efficiency, the globalization of the economy, and the intensification of global competition are among the
factors that have caused more emphasis on knowledge-based agriculture. Developing a research program
strategy based on upstream goals and policies and making it operational based on capacities and facilities is one
of the important and basic measures that has been carried out in the Agricultural Research, Education, and
Promotion Organization (TAT). Part of this program is strategic identification and priorities, economic and
social research of agriculture and rural development.

Methodology

Using the "descriptive, survey and field" research method and the SWAT technique, the points of "strength,
weakness, opportunity and threat™ were identified, and the research titles were based on the needs of the field to
reduce the effects of weaknesses and threats. Also increasing the productivity and efficiency of positive points
and opportunities were compiled. The research method in this study is qualitative and participatory. It is based
on experts' opinions in the economic and social fields of agriculture natural resources and rural development.
The methodology in this field is multi-layered and includes different stages. This means that first, based on the
documentary method, the required data was collected, and after the preliminary summarization and analysis of
the information, the results were presented in the form of a collaborative workshop with the presence of experts
in the economic and social fields of agriculture, and from the views of these people. It was used to complete the
results and compile the framework to organize the program. Finally, a questionnaire based on the SWAT method
was compiled and sent to the economic and social experts of the agricultural sector in two stages and their views
were obtained.

Discussion and conclusion

The results of the study show that among the 11 weak points examined, three cases are climatic diversity,
information obtained from studies, and the existence of legal capacity. Among the 21 weak points examined,
territorial fragmentation, the absence of a positive economic and social attitude in research, and Sector
development planning are of great importance. Also, among the 14 investigated opportunities, two cases are the
orientation of the sector towards knowledge-based and the possibility of increasing the production capacity of
agricultural products. Among the 11 investigated threats, two cases are the lack of practical belief in the proper
structure and little attention to research results in planning. They have great privilege and importance. Based on
the results of internal factors and external factors, the evaluation matrix shows that the current state of
agricultural economics and rural development research is in the defensive area. In other words, they are trying to
maintain the status quo. that the continuation of this situation is not suitable and desirable. Also, more than 700
economic and social plans/projects have been estimated for 9 research areas in 14 research axes, for their
implementation, it is necessary to provide facilities, credits, and expert human resources. This program can be
implemented with the participation of the private sector, universities, and TAT organizations. It is expected that
this program will be implemented within ten years. Therefore, it is necessary
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