Explaining the Structural Model to Enable Citizens to Participate, Based on
the Urban Space in Shahrekord

Pezhman Mohammadi Deh Cheshmeh !

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Payame Noor University, Iran, Tehran
E-mail: p_mohamadi@pnu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:
Received: 20 June 2023
Revised: 18 march 2023
Accepted: 2 April 2024
Published: 21 June 2025

Keywords:
urban space,
participation,
citizens,
Shahrekord..

One of the basic prerequisites for attracting the participation of citizens is the existence of
appropriate urban spaces, which can meet the needs of citizens from different dimensions
and improve the level of their interactions. , and the clutter of the urban body is very
important. The purpose of the current research is to investigate the structural model of the
role of urban space in enabling citizens to participate in Shahrekord, and in terms of the
purpose (type of use) it is an applied research. The method used in this research is a
descriptive-analytical method. The statistical population of this study includes the residents
of Shahrekord with the number of (190,441). The number of samples was determined to be
383, based on the Cochran's formula, and randomly available. The data collection tool
included a 38-question questionnaire. The collected data were analyzed based on structural
equation path analysis with AMOS software. The results show that, in general, urban
space, the level of citizen participation in the city. The approach has had a positive and
significant effect, as urban space has had an impact on participation with a coefficient of
0.17, and the relationship between the physical structure of public spaces has the greatest
impact on participation with a coefficient of 0.45, and a network structure. On
participation, the coefficient of impact is 0.19.
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Introduction

The people of the world who should benefit from citizenship rights, as full citizens, need to be present in the
urban space, and now the necessity of their presence has been accepted by everyone. Therefore, it is necessary to
recognize and understand people's needs, on the one hand, and create civil and legal rights, in relation to their
presence in the urban space, as the most important principle in the design and planning of urban public spaces,
regardless of injustices. Gender and spaces should be taken into consideration for the enjoyment of all user
groups. People emphasize and value relationships with people and others more than performing tasks. Such
gender differences in their attitudes originate from the idea that people's relationship with the world is a form of
connection and connection, while men emphasize the separation of relationships. People's participation in the
urban decision-making process is one of the main elements of comprehensive urban development, and increasing
people’s participation in urban affairs can play a valuable role in creating urban balance. Increasing the interest to
be in the public space, as well as increasing social interactions can be an important factor in reaching a collective
passion and energy, and establishing sustainable interactions, and these spaces can motivate the presence of
citizens to increase participation. public, and promote social relations and interactions. Since in the
comprehensive plan of the cities, especially Shahrekord city, the issue of preventing the expansion of wasted
spaces, around the development plans, has not been foreseen, or it has not been dealt with in a detailed and
targeted manner. These spaces, which are known as the lost urban spaces, can have countless potentials in
creating culture and attracting citizens for voluntary and creative participation, and in the urban beautification
and security plan, they can also be a great help to the dynamism and Cities liven up. There is a need to deal with
such spaces more intelligently and with more appropriate planning. Therefore, the most important issue of the
research is, does the urban space have an effect on the participation rate of citizens in Shahrekord?

Data and Method

The current research is an applied research in terms of purpose (type of use). The method used in this
research is a descriptive-analytical method. The statistical community under study in this research includes the
residents of Shahrekord city, and the statistical scope of the entire region includes Shahrekord city. The number
of statistical population equal to (383,000) has been considered. The number of samples equal to 383 people was
determined based on Cochran's formula and randomly available. The data collection tool consists of a 38-
question questionnaire, which is on a 5-point Likert scale, from very agree (score 5) to strongly disagree (score
1), with a median of 3 and in 4 sections (geometric structure, communication network structure, residential
structure) public space and physical structure of public space) as independent variables with 15 questions, and
participation as a dependent variable with 23 questions. The collected responses were calculated as the overall
average for each variable. The validity of the questionnaire is formal, which has been approved by 5 university
professors, and its reliability has been confirmed by Cronbach's alpha as 0.91. The collected data were analyzed
based on structural equation path analysis with AMOS software.

Results and Discussion

Urban space has an influence on participation with a coefficient of 0.17, geometric structure on participation
with an influence coefficient of 0.24, communication network structure on participation with an influence
coefficient of 0.19, residential structure of public spaces on participation with an influence coefficient of 0.34 0
and the physical structure of public spaces has been effective on participation with an impact factor of 0.45.
Based on this, the relationship between the physical structure of public spaces on participation is the most
influential with the influence coefficient of 0.45 and the structure of the communication network is the least on
participation with the influence coefficient of 0.19. On this basis, it can be said that urban spaces contain various
elements and indicators, the function of each of which is very different. If their function is well applied and
adapted, it can lead to the vitality and participation of citizens in the development process of the city. In fact,
every urban environment is a space, material with its social and psychological dimensions, it is a place, it is a
place for the flow of daily life and a platform for diverse and memorable experiences. This can be seen in the
cities of advanced countries, such as Sweden, Japan, etc. In Iran, many problems are observed in various fields
of the urban space, the most important of which is the system of communication roads, which is not of good
quality and is not proportionate and structured. This is also visible in Shahrekord, and the communication
networks and their location could not be established well in different parts of the city, and pedestrians and riders
were not made in a cooperative way, and their passage from essential places was not provided.

Conclusion
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In general, the urban space has had a positive and significant effect on the participation rate of citizens in
Shahrekord, in such a way that the urban space affects participation, the geometric structure affects participation,
the structure of the communication network affects participation, the residential structure of public spaces affects
participation and the physical structure of the spaces. Public has had an effect on participation. Based on this, the
relationship between the physical structure of public spaces has the greatest effect on participation and the
structure of the communication network has the least effect on participation. Based on the obtained results, it can
be said that not paying attention to the principles of design and planning in the construction of public spaces on a
local scale is one of the causes of the abandonment of local public spaces. Choosing the abandoned spaces
between buildings, abandoned lands, wastes on the edge of the main or local streets, a space to connect the main
streets to the local, etc., and turning them into public space, at the neighborhood scale, is one of the measures
that keep the local public spaces unused. And it has fueled their abandonment. Allocating such spaces to the
public space, at the neighborhood scale, has the only advantage of proving the existence of public spaces at the
neighborhood scale, because these spaces do not have any criteria to become a successful public space, neither
from the beginning of their establishment, nor over time. According to the results of the analysis of the local
public spaces in Shahrekord, they do not have a proportional attraction for the residents and the reason why the
residents of the neighborhoods use them is the compulsion and the lack of other spaces. This has caused the
spaces to lose their sociability dimension, and they cannot have their defined efficiency. As the sociability
dimension of public spaces fades, at the scale of the neighborhood, the spaces take on the color and smell of a
silent space, and over time, other components also lose their success in the space, and become a space just for
passing. With the design and planning of such spaces, the need of the residents in the neighborhoods to use
public spaces will not be solved. As a result, residents are still looking for a suitable space to meet this need.
Following the non-use of local public spaces by the residents of the neighborhoods, and more revision to the
regional public space, there is a functional interference between these spaces, in such a way that the public
spaces, on a higher scale, compensate for the shortcomings of the space, on a lower scale. Although this has led
to the prosperity of the space on a higher scale, i.e. the region, and over time it ensures the success of this space,
it also causes the space to be pushed back on a local scale. In fact, the realization of citizens' participation in
Shahrekord city administration requires capacity building in the institutional and organizational dimensions of
urban spaces. From this approach, the degree of realization of participation, and along with the formation of
structural elements such as city councils, the factors that are related to the manner and capacities of
communication created between urban management organizations and citizens in urban spaces are taken into
consideration.
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