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Agricultural farms and their products, in addition to their economic value, can play an
important role in tourism, especially in rural areas. This study, using a descriptive-survey
approach, examines the feasibility of developing agricultural tourism in saffron farms in
the villages of Tiran and Karun counties in western Isfahan and identifies and describes its
driving factors and obstacles. Saffron farmers in the villages of the region were the
statistical population of the study, 151 of whom participated in the research process as a
sample. Objective and practical experience of tourism in saffron farms was the dependent
variable, and individual mentalities, economic characteristics of the product, and structural
and organizational factors and obstacles were the independent variables of the study, each
of which was measured and analyzed with appropriate processing and indexing after
operationalization and collection of survey data. Based on the results, the limited objective
and practical experience in the field of saffron farm tourism in the region has been
positively influenced by factors such as public tourism infrastructure, product advertising
and introduction, demands from local authorities, economic characteristics of the product,
its cultivation history, and the level of education of the farmers. Further analysis showed
that the potential of the rural area of Karun Olia in relation to saffron farm tourism, with
organizational support and the provision of specialized farm infrastructure as the most
important prerequisites for farm tourism, and strengthening the attitude and mentality of
the farmers to pursue and realize it, will be able to push the saffron farming system of the
region towards non-agricultural entrepreneurial patterns with a focus on tourism and
greater commercialization and productivity of this system. Given the special characteristics
of saffron in the harvesting stages and the chain of operations after that, women and even
non-agricultural members of rural households can play a prominent and meaningful role in
this regard.
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Introduction

Agrotourism is a combination of the agricultural system that integrates elements of agriculture and tourism to
create markets for agricultural products and services and to provide travel experiences for tourists. Farm tourism
promotes agricultural development by diversifying non-agricultural farm incomes through providing
opportunities to relax, enjoy, and learn about farm activities for visitors. Saffron cultivation in the agricultural
regions of the Karvan district in Tiran-va-Karvan county is one of these opportunities, which is in fact a response
and strategy by farmers to the water shortage crisis of the last two decades. The present research examines the
feasibility of farm tourism development in this region, which if done with thoroughly and thoughtfully can
influence making sought decisions and contribute to sustainable development of the region.

Material and Methods

Karvan district consists of two rural districts of Karvan-e-Olya and Karvan-e-Sola, with 26 rural settlements at
the beginning of the western part of Isfahan province. In nine villages of this region, 211 hectares of land is
cultivated under the Saffron cultivation. The statistical population of the study is all farmers of these villages
who are engaged in cultivation of Saffron and its post-harvest operations, but they have not been seriously and
coherently activated in farm tourism. Sampling was performed by two-stage stratified method with a size of 151
people, which were distributed among the villagers in proportion of their stakeholders. Data was gathered
primarily using a self-designed questionnaire and conducting field operations. In addition to the demographic
profile and productive characteristics of the respondents, the main questions were in terms of individual attitudes
and mentalities, organizational and structural determinants and economic characteristics of the Saffron crop.
Measuring and value scaling of the dependent variable of the practically experienced Saffron farms tourism and
other predicting variables was fulfilled by factor analysis and their relationships examined using multiple
regression procedures.

Results and Discussion

Nearly 20% of participants had a relatively long history of more than a decade and a half in Saffron cultivation,
and their average area of saffron cultivation was about one hectare. Despite the relatively high level of the
region’s Saffron farms areas and its appropriate capability for development of farm tourism, especially their
location and accessibility, as well as their significant role in the rural economy of the region as a specialized
crop, the Saffron-based farm tourism has not considerably realized in the region. Additionally, the farmers’
mentalities and attitudes toward farm tourism is also not so favorable. This not-so-favorable mentality can be an
obstacle to empowering, creating entrepreneurial ideas, launching farm side businesses such as tourism, and
bargaining for organizational support in this regard. the limited practically experienced Saffron farms tourism
has been positively influenced by factors such as general tourism infrastructures, advertising, demand from local
authorities, economic characteristics of the crop, its cultivation history and the level of education of the farmers.
Further analysis showed if the region’s potential of Saffron farms tourism, be accompanied by organizational
supports and specialized farm amenities as the most important preconditions for farm tourism, and favorable
mentalities of farmers to pursue and realize it, will be able to lead the Saffron cultivation system of the region
towards the on-farm non-agricultural entrepreneurial activities, especially the tourism, more commercialized and
profitable. That way, due to the harvest and post-harvest characteristics of Saffron, the women and even the non-
agricultural occupants of the families can have a significant role in this regard.

Conclusion

Despite the region’s potential in relation to the Saffron farms’ tourism, unfortunately, neither its structural and
organizational requirements have been provided nor a powerful mentality of farmers is existed to pursue and
realize it. Consequently, no significant action has been occurred in order to drive Saffron cultivation system
towards commercialization and non-farm entrepreneurial models with the focus on tourism. The most basic
action to be taken by the relevant organizations is to support farmers in order to prosper agriculture, prevent land
use change and prevent their jobs from changing. Farmers' dissatisfaction with the amount of loans and credits
and supply of required inputs and dissatisfaction with the market and selling price of Saffron is proof that they
do not have support in this regard. Also, lack of communication between local organizations and tourism
agencies, lack of training and holding Saffron festivals by organizations are the main organizational barriers to
creating and developing agricultural tourism, and individually, the lack of familiarity with the concept of
agritourism and non-consequent measure for introducing their performance in cyberspace, are the main
obstacles. The influentially Recommendable options for improving the farm tourism experience in the studied
and alike areas, are mainly the Raise of public awareness through education, responsibility and support of
organizations such as cultural heritage and agricultural jihad, establish and improve of farm touristic amenities
and facilities, collaboration of local authorities in development of tourism public infrastructure, and focusing on
improvement of the farmer's profitability, performance and satisfaction with price and market of their products
and its beside values.
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