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Public spaces are considered an important dimension of the civilization of cities. Due to
changed as a result of the Corona outbreak? And have the background characteristics the
restrictions created, these spaces have had the greatest impact during the Corona period.
The aim of this study is to investigate the sociability of public spaces in Region 1 of
Mashhad and to show how the quality of people's presence in these spaces has of people
(acquired and non-acquired) played a role in this regard? The study is of a descriptive-
analytical type and the research variables are based on a conceptual model including 4
components of presence, security, public health, and public space management in the
form of 55 variables. The study scale also includes all public spaces in Region 1. For this
purpose, 356 questionnaires were completed by those present in the public space using
the Cochran formula. The collected data were evaluated through inferential tests such as
"one-sample t-test"”, "two-sample t-test", "paired" and "correlation test" after entering the
SPSS software. By combining the information through logical methods, the story of the
sociability of public spaces was organized in the form of "4 acts" according to the acquired
contextual characteristics (education and marriage) and non-acquired contextual
characteristics (age and gender) of the users. "The first act of the story" showed higher
stress and unwillingness of men to participate in public spaces compared to women. "The
second act" indicated that married people have stronger motivations and a desire to
interact with others compared to single people. "Act Three of the Story" showed a
decrease in presence, a lack of willingness to work together in public spaces, and a sense
of insecurity among literate people compared to people with lower literacy levels, and
"Act Four" confirmed a tendency toward cyberspace, a lack of need for street lighting, a
decrease in presence, and a lack of understanding of strangers among older people.
Additional findings indicate the effective role of public vaccination in promoting
residents' sense of presence in public spaces after the outbreak of COVID-19.

Cite this article: Amirfakhrian, M., Bagerzadeh, S, (2024). The sociability of urban spaces in the face of the Corona
pandemic in one district of Mashhad city. Journal of Geography and Planning, 28 (89), 17-33.
http//doi.org/10.22034/gp.2023.55775.3113

@ @@ © The Author(s).
[ ; DOI: http//doi.org/10.22034/gp.2023.55775.3113

Publisher: University of Tabriz.



mailto:s.baqerzade@um.ac.ir

Journal of Geography and Planning Vol. 28, No. 89, 2024

Introduction

Public spaces are considered an important aspect of the civility of cities. Due to the restrictions created, these
spaces have been most effective during the Corona period. The purpose of this study is the sociability of public
spaces in District 1 of Mashhad, and it seeks to show how the quality of people's presence in these spaces has
changed as a result of the spread of Corona. And did the background characteristics of people (acquired and non-
acquired) play a role in this regard?

Data and Method

The study is descriptive-analytical and the research variables are based on a conceptual model including 4
components of attendance, security, public health and public space management in the form of 55 variables. The
scale of the study also includes all public spaces in Region 1. For this purpose, using Cochran's formula, 356
questionnaires were completed from the attendees in the public space. After entering the Spss software, the
collected data were evaluated by inferential tests such as "one-sample t-test”, "two-sample independent t-test",
"paired” and "correlation test". took By combining information through logical methods, the story of the sociability
of public spaces in the format of "4 curtains” was set according to the characteristics of acquired background

(education and marriage) and non-acquired background (age and gender) of users.

Results and Discussion

"The first act of the story" showed higher stress and unwillingness of participation of men compared to women in
public space. The "second curtain” indicated that married people have stronger motivations and desire to interact
more with others compared to single people. "The third act of the story" showed the decrease in attendance,
unwillingness to work together in the public space, and a feeling of insecurity among literate people compared to
people with a lower level of literacy, and the "fourth act™ also showed the trend towards virtual space. confirmed
the lack of need for street lighting, reduced presence and understanding of strangers among older people.
Additional findings indicate the effective role of public vaccination in improving the sense of presence of residents
in the public space after the outbreak of Corona.

Conclusion

The corona pandemic gave us good experiences to deal with public spaces in case of possible pandemics in the
future. One of them is the different actions of people in space according to their acquired and non-acquired
characteristics, which can be an important source for future events.
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