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Objective Considering the special values of the city of Sahand and especially the Hasht
Behesht complex, this research has tried to identify the potentials as well as the
weaknesses and limitations that this city faces in order to take advantage of its urban
branding capacities and to identify the priorities for planning. In addition, introduce and
predict the direction of creating a city brand. The aim of the present research is to explain
the key drivers effective on the branding of the Hasht Behesht complex in Sahand city.
Methods: The present research is in terms of practical purpose, in terms of descriptive-
analytical nature and as a combination of library and survey methods and is based on a
future research approach. The scope of the research was the city of Sahand. The statistical
population of this research is 30 experts in the field of urban and urban branding. For data
analysis, the Delphi method, cross-effect matrix (MICMAC) was used

Results: The findings of the research showed that among the 38 main factors influencing
the branding of the Hasht Behesht complex in Sahand city, 14 variables are known as key
and influential. That these variables have the most influence and the least influence on the
future development of branding of Hasht Behesht Shahr Sahand.

Conclusions: Also, the results showed that in terms of the direct influence of variables
such as the creation of new spaces and mechanisms with a score of 79, the influence of the
complex in creating a sense of relaxation and the different form and height of the existing
green spaces and water features with scores of 73 and 72, respectively, in the first places
They are located up to the third. On the other hand, the variables that have an indirect
effect on the branding of Hasht Behesht Shahr Sahand complex are the creation of new
spaces and mechanisms with a score of 198401, the different form and height of the
existing green spaces and water features with a score of 192442, and the effect of the
complex on creating a sense of calm with a score of 192442. 186585 are located in the first
to third positions respectively.
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Introduction

In recent years, urban branding has become part of the political agenda of most cities and it can be defined as a
plan to create management or improve perceptions of an existing city, the purpose of which is to influence the
behavior of target groups. . In fact, urban branding is one of the most important factors in the development of the
tourism industry. This industry is one of the progressive industries whose activities greatly affect the economy of
different countries. So that a review of the researches done in the field of urban branding shows the importance
of this issue in all cities. In such a way that the importance of city branding in advanced countries has made
mayors compete with each other in creating infrastructure and new tourist attractions and introducing their city.
Meanwhile, in order to plan the future, to be aware of the attitudes, perceptions and identify various factors and
dimensions that have an effect on the brand of a city, by every expert and organization that wants to create,
exploit, maintain and It is necessary to develop a brand; Therefore, in this research, the process of urban
branding has been investigated with a future-research approach and in a systematic way, with an emphasis on the
eight paradises of Sahand city. Because with the increase of changes and transformations, relying on planning
methods based on forecasting did not meet the needs of the country's macro-management, and the heavy shadow
of uncertainties and the emergence of discontinuous and surprising events changed the situation in such a way
that future forecasting in The busy world seemed to be a problem for the planners. In this regard, this research
tries to study the new city of Sahand, which is one of the most populated cities in East Azerbaijan province,
considering its location in the industrial and service axis of Tabriz city; Where most of the industrial and service
centers of Tabriz are concentrated, as well as having potential ecological power and the presence of many natural
gifts and all kinds of attractions that can be offered, which has not yet been able to find its real position in the
field of population growth and tourism attraction in the direction of branding. to study an urban area with an
emphasis on the Hasht Behesht complex, and since the traditional planning is no longer able to respond to the
current needs and the need to pay attention to a new approach such as the futurist approach has been raised to
predict the future and Explanation of solutions in which the desired brand can be introduced for the desired
range.

Materials and Methods

The current research is practical and in terms of the descriptive-analytical method, it has analyzed the key drivers
of branding of Hasht Behesht Shahr Sahand. In this regard, first, the drivers of branding were extracted from
different sources (14 components and 38 indicators) and experts validated their validity using the method Delphi.
The statistical population of the current research is experts in the field of research, 30 experts were selected as a
sample using Rasko's law.

Results

In this research, after identifying the effective and possible drivers on urban branding and using the opinions of
urban affairs experts and researchers in the field of branding, all the selection variables were evaluated by means
of MICM. The dimensions of the trends matrix are 38x38, which were identified in 14 sections. The results of
Mik-Mak software based on the analysis of cross-effects, the saturation index for the existing trends is 73.82%,
which shows the high influence of the variables on each other. A total of 1066 cases of all the relationships
between the trends have cross-effect values. From the total of the above relationships, 378 relationships have a
numerical value of zero or no influence, indicating that the trends did not have any influence or influence on
each other. In the numerical value of 1, the total number of relationships is 388, and this value shows that the
trends had a weak influence on each other. In the numerical value of 2, there were a total of 441 relationships
and indicated the average influence of the trends on each other. The findings of the research showed that among
the 38 main influencing factors on the branding of Hasht Behesht Shahr Sahand, 14 variables are known as key
and influential. These variables have the most influence and the least influence on the future development of
branding of Hasht Behesht Shahr Sahand.

Conclusion

The results showed that in terms of the direct influence of variables such as the creation of new spaces and
mechanisms with a score of 79, the influence of the complex in creating a sense of relaxation and the different
form and height of the existing green spaces and water features with scores of 73 and 72, respectively, in the first
positions to They are located third. On the other hand, the variables that have an indirect effect on the branding
of the Hasht Behesht Shahr Sahand complex are the creation of new spaces and mechanisms with a score of
198401, the different form and height of the existing green spaces and water features with a score of 192442, and
the effect of the complex on creating a sense of relaxation with a score of 192442 186585 are located in the first
to third places respectively.
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