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Neighborhood is one of the most important pillars of Iranian-Islamic cities. In historical
cities, especially during the Qajar period, each neighborhood provided the daily needs of
the residents. Researches have been conducted to represent the main structure of historical
cities by using the main physical elements, while the physical aspects are not the only
aspect that shapes the structure of the neighborhood and the non-physical aspects have also
had a significant impact on the formation of traditional neighborhoods. Neighborhoods in
traditional cities are usually the result of social interaction between people close to each
other. The aim of the research is to identify physical and non-physical factors influencing
the structure of historical neighborhoods, to identify and read the structural system of
neighborhoods in Urmia city during the Qajar period. The research method is descriptive-
analytical, and in order to access the required data, library sources and historical written
and illustrated documents, as well as reconstructed maps, oral sources, as well as field
evidence and documentation have been used. The data obtained from different sources
have been analyzed in an interpretive way and finally the results show that the
neighborhoods of Urmia city have a definite border and territory, which, while
communicating with other neighborhoods, would preserve the entirety of each
neighborhood. Each neighborhood had a specific gate in the city wall and several main
passages and passages, the main passage being the communication passage between the
gate and the market. At the intersection of the main passages of the center of the
neighborhood with the mosque, religious and other uses were formed. The needs of the
residents of each neighborhood were met due to the use of services within the
neighborhood, and the neighborhoods had social and cultural continuity, which
distinguished them from other neighborhoods.
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Introduction

The neighborhood is one of the most important elements of a traditional (historical) city (Abedini, 2019: 2), the
main elements of urban life in the Islamic period include government, guilds, and neighborhoods (Ashraf, 2013:
24). In the historical cities of Iran, due to the specific physical characteristics of that time, the existence of social
solidarity among the residents brought a sense of belonging and identity to the residents of each neighborhood,
which itself was the reason for the creation of social capital in these neighborhoods (Shakur et al., 2017: 86).
Each neighborhood provided the daily needs of the residents and in fact, it was a small city (Chizfahm
Daneshmandian and Nejad Ebrahimi, 1401: 365). places where people used to socialize; Basically, the old
neighborhoods and textures as the living center of the city residents have played an influential role in the lives of
the citizens and remind the valuable memories of their residents (Abdollahzadeh and Sarvi, 1400: 150). During
the Qajar period, the general structure of the Iranian city remained as it was in the past and despite the Iran-
Russian wars and other issues and problems, they developed under the shadow of the security and prosperity that
emerged (Ahri, 2014: 23-24). In some researches, attempts have been made to represent the main structure of
historical cities by using the main physical elements, while the physical aspects are not the only aspect that
shapes the structure of the neighborhood, and the non-physical aspects have also had a significant impact on the
formation of historical neighborhoods. Depicting neighborhoods based on the main elements of the city is
basically assimilating and dominating the spirit of the times on the points of authority of the contemporary
government, not the reality of social life in them. Neighborhoods are usually the result of social interaction
between people close to each other; The main goal and question of this research is to identify and read the
structural system of the neighborhoods of Urmia city in the Qajar period by referring to historical documents and
field and oral evidence. The importance of this research is that it identifies both physical factors and non-
physical factors and highlights the human being and his agency more than anything else.

Data and Method

This research has been done by applying and integrating historical and descriptive-analytical methods in order to
access the required data from library sources and examine written and illustrated historical documents as well as
reconstructed maps, oral sources as well as field evidence and documentation. has been taken advantage of. The
data obtained from different sources have been analyzed in an interpretative way and have finally led to the
identification and rereading of structures and systems.

Results and Discussion

Based on historical references and evidence (Archive of Iranology Foundation of West Azarbaijan province,
Qajar period map of Urmia city, 1312 map of Urmia city, historical studies of Urmia city master plan 1389 and
authors' field observations) Urmia city has 10 neighborhoods named Yurdshah neighborhood, Bazarbash
neighborhood , the neighborhood of thousands, the neighborhood of Aghdash, the neighborhood of Ali Gorgeh,
the neighborhood of Haft Asiyab (Yadidarman), the neighborhood of Asgarkhan, the neighborhood of Hindu, the
neighborhood of Mahdi Al-Gadam, and the neighborhood of Nogcher. These localities have a significant
historical background, some of them dating back to the Seljuk period and before. During this period, Yurdshah
neighborhood is considered the largest neighborhood among other neighborhoods.

Conclusion

According to the studies conducted, the results show that the neighborhoods of Urmia city in the Qajar period
had a clear border and territory, which at the same time connected with other neighborhoods, kept the whole of
each neighborhood. Each neighborhood had a gate and several main passages and passages, the main passage
being the communication passage between the gate and the market. At the intersection of the main passages of
the center of the neighborhood with the mosque, religious and other uses were formed. The needs of the
residents of each neighborhood were met due to the use of services within the neighborhood. During the Qajar
period, there were changes in the demarcation and the number of neighborhoods in Urmia city, so that at first
there were six neighborhoods named "Ali Kurke, Zahedan, Bazar Bash, Yurdshah, Hindu, and Chahar Souq™ and
areas such as: Aghdash and Haft Asiyab in it. At that time, they did not have the title of neighborhood, so
neighborhoods such as: Nugjar, Mahdi Qadam from Yurdshah neighborhood, Asghar Khan from Hindu, Haft
Asiyab from Ali Korke and Aghdash from Zhanz were created. The separation of the six neighborhoods of the
city from each other was mainly done with cemeteries. For example: Shahand neighborhood was separated from
Bazar Bash neighborhood with Sharaf cemetery, and Bazar Bash neighborhood itself was separated from
Yurdshah neighborhood with Jarchi Bashi and Khan cemeteries, or Sheikh Abu Bakr and Qara Tomon
cemeteries, which separate The neighborhood of Ali Kurke was one of the Hindu neighborhoods, which
eventually reached the number of 10 neighborhoods. Each neighborhood had a socio-cultural connection that
distinguished it (ethnically, religiously, etc.) from other neighborhoods. For example, Yurdshah neighborhood is
specific to the upper class. It was prosperous and Shiite Muslims, while the Hindu neighborhood was reserved
for Jews and Kalimians, the Mahdi-Gadam neighborhood was reserved for Muslims and Christians, and the
Aghdash neighborhood was inhabited by Dervishes. The presence of cemeteries was specific to each
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neighborhood, and most of these cemeteries were located next to public roads or near city gates. The existence of
these cemeteries made it easier to distinguish the boundaries of the neighborhoods. Also, according to written
documents and oral, field and illustrated historical evidence, there were 38 mosques in 10 neighborhoods of
Urmia city until the end of the Qajar period, and there was at least one mosque in each neighborhood, but
according to written documents, 32 mosques can be identified, which can be identified on the map of the
structure of the neighborhoods. have been located. Finally, the main structure of the neighborhoods of Urmia city
in the Qajar period was achieved to some extent based on documents and evidence by using the main physical
elements and non-physical aspects.
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