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Tourism industry comprises major part of the global economy, and is part of economies
that has considerable effects on different cultural, social, and environmental issues. The
aim of this research is to assess the potential capabilities of tourism of Ghezel-Ozan River
in Gilvan and Manjil regions. The study area is located along Ghezel-Ozan River, and
areas around river from Gilvan to lake of Sefidrud Dam in three provinces of Zanjan,
Ghazvin and Gilan. The variables affecting in the capability of tourism including
infrastructure, accessibility, security, vulnerability, management, participation, landscape
diversity, awareness, and notification were classified. The statistical population of
research includes 112 managers and persons who directly work in tourism field. Result
shows the effects of different factors in the growth of tourism in Ghazvin region. Statistical
analysis reveals that the advancement in infrastructure, accessibility, landscape diversity,
and the society awareness is very important to reinforce river-based tourism. Based on
obtained results, it can be inferred that security, participation, and infrastructure parameters
in the study area do not have appropriate situation and, hence these parameters should be
improved to enhance tourism. The tourism attraction of Ghazvin region can be supported
by exploitation of its present potentials as well as by addressing its vulnerabilities. At the
same time, it can assure the sustainable growth for local communities.
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Introduction

Tourism industry comprises major part of the global economy, and is part of economies that has main effects on
different cultural, social, and environmental issues. Therefore, many countries try to attract capital by increasing
required facilities and services for tourists. Rivers are major source of tourism and they are places where provide
spectacular sites, recreational opportunities, riverside landscapes, transportation tool, and necessary recourse for
human consumption. The Ghezel-Ozan River and its surrounding environment is important in terms of physical,
biological, ecological and social aspects, and it can be converted to potential site for river tourism. Hence, this
study aims to assess the potential capabilities of tourism of Ghezel-Ozan River in Gilvan and Manjil regions, and
has tried to identify river capability and introduce them to Local communities and tourists.

Data and Method

The study area is located along Ghezel-Ozan River, and areas around river from Gilvan to lake of Sefidrud Dam
known as Samiran Castle in three provinces of Zanjan, Ghazvin and Gilan. The main headwater of the Ghezel-
Ozan River is the Chehel-Cheshmeh Mountain in Devanadera district in Sanandaj County, which reach to
Caspian Sea near Hasan-Kiadeh Village, after passing from Kurdistan, Zanjan, East Azerbaijan, and
Gilan provinces. For gathering data and information, both library and field methods were applied. In order to
gather information about variables of research, field method was used based on Likert scale questionnaire by the
five-point scale. The variables affecting in the capability of tourism including infrastructure, accessibility,
security, vulnerability, management, participation, landscape diversity, awareness, and notification were
classified. The statistical population of research includes 112 managers and persons who directly work in
tourism field. In order to analyze data, t-test, Pearson correlation coefficient, and regression were performed to
evaluate relationship between parameters.

Results and Discussion

Ghazvin district and its surrounding were evaluated in this study. The t-test was used to determine if there is a
statistically significant differences between the means of variables. Evaluation of means of variables revealed
that landscape diversity, accessibility, awareness, and notification are positive factors that can prosper the
tourism of area. The most negative and prohibitive variable is vulnerability. The results of Pearson correlation
coefficient show that there are high significance levels between all parameters. Among studied variables,
infrastructure factor has the highest correlation, and the participation has the lowest correlation. Results of
regression model in some key criteria revealed that here are meaningful relations between criteria and tourism
capability. Also, the adjusted coefficient of determination is 0.806 that implying that 80.6% of changes in
tourism capability can be explained by mentioned variables. Modeling based on regression equation and
calculated Beta coefficient demonstrated that coefficients of influence of all parameters effective in tourism
except accessibility is positive with P-values less than 0.05 implying direct effects of all variables in the growth
of Gilvan region tourism.

Tourism potential of Gilvan region, especially around Ghezel-Ozan River, is multifaceted subject that reflect
interactional effects of different social- economic and environmental factors. Analysis of regression especially
adjusted R? value of 0.789 reveal that approximately 79% of factors effective in tourism potential can be
explained by designated independent variables of this research. This high explanatory power reveals that
purposeful improvements in awareness, landscape diversity, and managerial styles can considerably enrich
tourism outcomes in Gilvan. The outcomes of these results are very useful for policy makers and stakeholders in
tourism development. The improvement of infrastructures facilitates not only improved accessibility but also
enrich safety perception in potential tourists. Moreover, raising the participation of society through awareness-
raising campaigns can strengthen the financial support of tourism innovations, and can rely to sustainable
approaches. Challenges such as security concern and vulnerability should be actively considered to provide a
more suitable environment for tourists. The performance of purposeful strategies focusing on the vital regions,
Gilvan can be introduced as a competitive tourist destination in more extensive regional context.

Conclusion

Result shows the effects of different factors in the growth of tourism in Ghazvin region. Statistical analysis
reveals that the advancement in infrastructure, accessibility, landscape diversity, and the society awareness is
very important to reinforce river-based tourism. Based on obtained results, it can be inferred that security,
participation, and infrastructure parameters in the study area do not have appropriate situation and, hence these
parameters should be improved to enhance tourism. The tourism attraction of Ghazvin region can be supported
by exploitation of its present potentials as well as by addressing its vulnerabilities. At the same time, it can
assure the sustainable growth for Local communities.
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