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Obijective: The increasing development of cities and the movement of population and
capital towards new planned structures has led to the wear and tear of the organic parts
and the primary cores of urban development, in which the boundaries and structures with
historical value are one of the damages. The most acceptable are urban textures.
Meanwhile, the city of Tabriz, as a historical city with an ancient and valuable identity
with 1336 hectares of historical value, is completely affected by the aforementioned
currents. The continuation of the exogenous development perspective and the lack of
attention to the revival of historical contexts in Tabriz city have caused many problems in
these contexts, which is the most important goal of this research to examine this issue and
provide optimal suggestions with a view to the future.

Methods: The research method is based on the use of common future research methods
and models, including the Delphi method and structural analysis (cross-effects matrix).
Results: The results show that among the 49 indicators that are effective on conservation-
oriented regeneration in the historical context of Tabriz city, there are 21 indicators They
were chosen as vital drivers, and in this regard, suggestions have been made to achieve
the research goals.

Conclusions: These factors are actually variables on which the realization of the
reconstruction of the historical fabric of Tabriz city with the approach of preserving
historical monuments and fabric and its tangible and intangible treasures depends, and the
future of the reconstruction of the studied area depends on the changes in these drivers.

Cite this article: Najafian, B., Abdollahzadeh Taraf, A., & Mosavi, M. (2026). Evaluation of the Key Factors Affecting
the Regeneration of the Historical Fabric of Tabriz Metropolis with a Conservation-Led Approach. Journal of Geography
and Planning, 29 (94), 88-109 http//doi.org/10.22034/gp.2025.62829.3286

Publisher: University of Tabriz.

© The Author(s).
cawrmm DO!: http//doi.org/10.22034/gp.2025.62829.3286



mailto:bnajafian@gmail.com
mailto:taraffarat@iau.ac.ir
mailto:moosavi_mirsaeed@yahoo.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000
https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000
https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000

Journal of Geography and Planning Vol. 29, No. 94, 2026

Introduction

Today, in most cities, especially in cities with an ancient background and history, a significant part of the city is
made up of inefficient tissues, which are considered the core of urban life. Among these ineffective tissues are
historical tissues. Historical contexts are an objective representation of the evolution of human society and their
establishment over time, therefore, for the cultural and biological sustainability of any society, it is necessary to
pay serious attention to the protection and reproduction of historical contexts. Regeneration as one of the main
management and protection policies of the historical context, while preserving the valuable features of the place,
can create new features that suit contemporary needs. Over the past 60 years, the valuable historical context of
Tabriz city has faced functional and physical wear and tear and modern urban development interventions, and the
goal of most of the interventions was to provide the entry of cars into urban contexts. Also, urban management
institutions have moved towards renovation and improvement programs with the aim of providing the possibility
of city development and providing the infrastructure needed to live in historical and valuable contexts. In the past
5 decades, these plans and programs have provided the context of interventions in the historical context of Tabriz
city with different perspectives and methods. Many of these plans and programs did not have a conservation-
oriented view of the historical context, and their results are generally small-scale interventions by residents, as
well as large-scale interventions with unwanted results and consequences by urban management institutions, in
the historical context of Tabriz city. The adoption of comprehensive approaches to reconstruction along with the
preservation of historical and valuable works of this fabric, and in fact, the adoption of a conservation-oriented
approach to reconstruction will be one of the most effective guides in the revival of this valuable fabric.

Materials and Methods

This research is part of applied research in terms of its nature and purpose, and in terms of method it is part of
descriptive-analytical methods. The main method used in this research is a variety of common future research
methods. The work process consists of two general steps. In the first stage, a panel of experts was formed using
the Delphi technique. Among the statistical community of specialists and experts in the field of study, 30 people
were selected by targeted sampling from academic elites and city managers; They were questioned as a sample
size. At this stage, questioning has been in the form of open questions regarding the effective factors and indicators
in the restoration of Tabriz city center protection. In the second stage, after determining the effective indicators,
the panel of experts was formed in the form of another questionnaire in the form of a matrix of the impact of the
indicators on each other. The final matrix, which consists of the theoretical average of the sum of the matrices,
was evaluated and analyzed using the method of structural analysis and cross-effects matrix drawing using Micmac
software, and finally, the key factors were identified using the analysis functions of the relevant software.

Results

The results of the research show that according to the opinions of the selected research experts, 49 factors have
the greatest impact on the conservation-oriented reconstruction in the historical context of Tabriz city, which were
approved by the panel of experts and repeated in the opinions of all the experts, and among these factors, From
the implementation of the structural analysis model in Mic Mac software, according to the opinions of the expert
group, 21 factors were identified as effective vital drivers in conservation-oriented regeneration in the historical
context of Tabriz city. These factors include: neighborhood council, art-cultural festivals, strategic view,
governance, ritual events and ceremonies, residents' income, managers' training, preservation of historical identity,
local culture, residents' participation, unit management, environmental resilience, Authenticity of historical
monuments, tangible and intangible cultural heritage, public transportation, security, population composition,
capital attraction, cultural neighborhood, handicrafts and tourism. The aforementioned factors and drivers are
actually the variables that the realization of the reconstruction of the historical context of the city of Tabriz with
the approach of protecting its historical monuments and context and its tangible and intangible treasures depends
on them, and the future of the regeneration situation of the studied area depends on the changes of these drivers.
Possible changes in the status of each of these factors predicts the probable status of the dependent variable, i.e.
conservation-oriented reconstruction in the historical context of Tabriz city. Therefore, the aforementioned
variables should always be monitored and controlled by the urban management system in order to achieve the
intended goals (protection-oriented regeneration in the historical context of Tabriz city).

Conclusion

In this research, based on the nature of the historical context of Tabriz, which is an old and valuable historical
context with a heritage of several thousand years, the point of view of conservation-oriented reconstruction has
been used to organize and revive this context. Stereotyped imitation of modernist views and adoption of traditional
approaches in the organization of this fabric in recent years by the urban management system of Tabriz has caused
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the loss of a large number of works and even fabrics of historical value in this area. This research can slow or even
stop this process.
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