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Article Info ABSTRACT

Avrticle type: Rural good governance, as a comprehensive framework for optimizing the spatial planning
. and policy-making system, can function as a successful model for achieving rural

Research Article sustainable development goals. This framework emphasizes the special roles of consensus-

building principles, transparency, justice, rule of law, efficiency and effectiveness,
accountability, participatory focus, and responsiveness. By creating appropriate

Atrticle history: foundations for spatial decision-making, this approach brings long-term positive effects for
) improving rural livelihoods and enhances the quality of spatial management and
Received: 22 July 2024 policymaking. The present study analyzed the position of rural good governance based on
Revised: 11 April 2025 the spatial planning and policy-making documents of Khuzestan province.
Methodologically, this research adopts a descriptive and analytical approach, employing

Accepted: 18 April 2025 both documentary and survey data collection ways. To achieve its objective, regional

documents relevant to the research topic in the province were analyzed through data
mining, resulting in 340 variables grouped into eight main categories explaining the
2025 principles of rural good governance in the province. In line with the research questions, a
panel of 35 experts from seven organizations in the Khuzestan province was assembled to
respond to the questionnaire. To know the status of rural good governance categories in the
province, the results of the final coefficients of the categories obtained from the average
weights of a set of weighting methods of multi-criteria decision-making showed that the
Rural Good Governance, Spatial ~ categories of legality, efficiency and effectiveness, justice and participation gained the
largest share in rural good governance in Khuzestan province. To determine the level of
rural good governance, the results of the methods of coefficients aggregation of fuzzy
Multi-Criteria Decision-Making  multi-criteria decision-making methods (FMCDM) showed that Ahvaz, Dezful, and
Methods.  Correlation  Tests Behbahan counties had thg _best status, and the thrge counties of Ramshir, Haftgel, a_nd

' ' Seydon got the lowest position among all the counties. Also, to analyze the relationships
Khuzestan Province. between the principles of rural good governance in the province, the results of the Kendall
tau-b and Spearman correlation tests indicated that all the relationships between these
principles were significant and positive, and the intensity of the correlation value was
evaluated as strong. In this analysis, the highest correlation coefficients were identified in
the communication circles between the three categories of transparency, legality, and
efficiency and effectiveness, and the lowest coefficients compared to other circles were
obtained in the relationships of consensus with some categories. This highlights the
challenge of collective agreement and consensus in the realization of rural good
governance in Khuzestan province.
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Introduction

In the current literature on sustainable development, the approach of rural good governance is mentioned as one of
the healing management versions and a suitable model for attracting the participation and cooperation of the forces
driving the improvement of rural life, creating a balance between the dimensions of socio-economic and
environmental development and reducing spatial gaps that can provide the basis for the efficiency and improvement
of the policy and spatial planning system. In Iran, due to the lack of a suitable pattern of governance, the approach
of most of the officials was accompanied by the lowest participation and intervention of the people for planning the
implementation of plans. It is natural that when the people's participation in matters related to the village is small,
the sense of responsibility will be less. This one-sidedness of the planning process has caused the failure of justice,
rule of legality, and transparency. As a result, the officials don’t consider themselves accountable to the people. All
these factors challenge sustainable development. In the current situation, changing the mechanism of rural
management in favor of rural development is considered a fundamental necessity, and the rural good governance
model seems to be a suitable answer for these developments. The reach of rural good governance in the country
requires determining the position of this model based on the spatial planning and policy-making system. This
position should be such that it considers good governance principles as pivotal criteria at all levels of decision-
making and implementation. Khuzestan, one of the geo-economic and geo-strategic regions in Iran, has various
spatial planning and policy-making documents. However, these documents have flaws and shortcomings in the
accurate understanding of the fundamentals of rural good governance. These disadvantages have caused the rural
areas of the province to lag behind the benefits of development. The current research aims to analyze the principles
of rural good governance based on spatial plans and policies of Khuzestan province, and seeks to answer three
fundamental questions; First, based on the spatial plans and policies of Khuzestan province, where are the
principles of rural good governance? Second, what is the state of province’s counties in terms of the of rural good
governance position in spatial plans and policies? Third, how are the relations between the principles of rural good
governance extracted from the spatial plans and policies of province?

Materials and Methods

The research methodology employed in this study is descriptive and analytical, utilizing both document analysis
and survey technigues. Initially, relevant regional documents about the study topic in Khuzestan province were
identified, resulting in 132 from the Khuzestan Spatial Planning Document, 90 sub-categories extracted from the
Cultural Heritage and Tourism Master Document, 79 sub-categories from the Khuzestan Economic Revolution
Strategic Document, and 39 sub-categories from the Khuzestan Suitable Management Model Document. In total,
340 sub-categories were included in eight categories describing the principles of good governance in the province.
Implementation of the sub-categories was carried out in the form of questionnaire items using a Likert scale. In this
research, a group of 35 experts from seven organizations in the province was formed to complete the questionnaire.
The study used FAHP, CRITIC, CILOS, Entropy, and SOWIA to understand the status of rural good governance
categories in the province. FTOPSIS, FVIKOER, FELECTRE, FWASPAS, and FARAS methods were used to
stratify the counties of Khuzestan province based on level determining of rural good governance.

Results

The results of the implementation of multi-criteria weighting methods showed that the efficiency and effectiveness
category has obtained the best status compared to other categories. This result is consistent with the research
findings of Beyene et al. (2023), Fatemi et al. (2022), and Masrournejad et al. (2021) and inconsistent with the
study of Taleshi et al. (2017). Also, among the categories of rural good governance, consensus has the most
inappropriate status, which contradicts the study results of Zaitul et al. (2023). In addition, the two categories of
responsibility and transparency after consensus gained the lowest coefficients, which is in line with the research
findings of Zaitul et al. (2023) and inconsistent with the study of Fatemi et al. (2022). Moreover, in the survey of
the share of the counties of the province of the general levels of rural good governance, it was found that nearly half
of the region is in a favorable situation in this respect. Also, in order to analyze the relationships between the
principles of rural good governance in the province, the results of the Kendall tau-b and Spearman correlation tests
indicated that all the relationships between these principles were significant and positive, and the intensity of the
correlation value was evaluated as strong. In this analysis, the highest correlation coefficients were identified in the
communication circles between the three categories of transparency, legality, and efficiency and effectiveness, and
the lowest coefficients compared to other circles were obtained in the relationships of consensus with some
categories. This highlights the challenge of collective agreement and consensus in the realization of rural good
governance in Khuzestan province.
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Conclusion

Since the state of the four categories of responsibility, transparency, answering, and building consensus in the
province was assessed as weak, several approaches were proposed to improve the rural governance position. For
improving consensus-building, strategies should focus on enhancing inter-sectoral cooperation, aligning managerial
structures with developmental goals, increasing local managerial authority, building public trust, fostering cultural
and ethnic compatibility, and gaining collective support for strengthening infrastructure and public facilities. To
enhance answering, the strategies should develop mechanisms for local needs assessment, improve service access,
ensure effective water supply and agricultural productivity, Strengthen regional management roles, rebuild war-torn
infrastructure, and increase resilience in management. For improving transparency, the focus should be on utilizing
digital systems for performance monitoring and information dissemination. To strengthen transparency is suggested
to establish clear planning processes in regional administration, address social trends, and leverage geographical
advantages for better governance. To bolster responsibility, the strategies should focus on promoting responsibility
among managers through training, identifying and employing experienced individuals in key roles, and enhancing
their involvement in economic and agricultural development, effective management of resources, local capacities,
and crises.

Keyword: Rural Good Governance, Spatial Planning and Policy-Making, Multi-Criteria Decision-Making Methods, Correlation
Tests, Khuzestan Province.
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1. Criterion Impact Loss (CILOS)
2. Subjective & Objective Weight Integrated Approach (SOWIA)
3. Entropy
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. Fuzzy Technique for Order of Preference by Similarity to Ideal Solution (FTOPSIS)
. Fuzzy Vlekriterijumsko Kompromisno Rangiranje (FVIKOR)

. Fuzzy Elimination and Choice Expressing Reality (FELECTRE)

. Fuzzy Weighted Aggregated Sum Product Assessment (FWASPAS)

. Fuzzy Additive Ratio Assessment (FARAS)
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