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Objective: Agricultural tourism can be a suitable tool for creating a balance between the
needs of tourists and rural communities, and it offers real opportunities for economic and
social development while reducing adverse effects on the environment. By creating a link
between urban and rural areas, agricultural tourism provides numerous opportunities for
the sustainable and balanced development of regions and can play a significant role in
improving the quality of life of local communities and preserving natural and cultural
resources.

Methods: The present research method is inductive, and the qualitative approach is based
on grounded theory. Participants in the research process include specialists, university
professors, and experienced employees in the fields of tourism and agriculture. Purposive
sampling was also used, and interviews were conducted with 12 individuals to reach
theoretical saturation and completeness. Based on the results, the causal conditions for the
development of agricultural tourism in Hashtjin city include: people with a strong culture,
changes in the situation and needs of the agricultural sector, and the empowerment and
participation of local communities.

Results: The contextual conditions are: the region's potential for investment and planning
in agricultural tourism, the necessity of developing infrastructure and facilities, the lack of
attention to the existing capabilities of the region, and factors related to agricultural and
rural attractions. The intervening conditions are: economic factors, infrastructural
weaknesses, and changes in tourists' attitudes and demands. Furthermore, the strategies
include: factors related to policymaking and management, and effective marketing and
advertising. Finally, the consequences related to the research on the agricultural tourism
development model for Hashtjin city include: economic development, socio-cultural
development, and environmental development.

Conclusions: The findings indicate that the development of a sustainable and income-
generating agricultural industry with natural and cultural resources is achievable in this
region.
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Introduction

Agritourism, a form of sustainable tourism, has emerged as a unique blend of agriculture and tourism. It offers
visitors an authentic farm experience, transforming rural areas into tourist destinations. Key elements of
agritourism include natural beauty, traditional farming practices, and local culture (Qasimova et al., 2025). The
richness and diversity of cultural and natural resources are highly important for the development of the
agritourism sector. Factors such as a decline in agricultural economic efficiency, the restructuring of the
agricultural sector, and rural-to-urban migration are all relevant to this topic. Consequently, in many Western
countries, the economic and social development of rural areas is being considered as an alternative development
strategy. Changes in the economic, political, cultural, technological, and environmental spheres have
necessitated a review of countries' development policies. Nations must analyze the role of rural industries and
agritourism in agricultural development and adopt a multidimensional approach. A review of recent years shows
that new opportunities have emerged in the field of agritourism. Within this context, special attention is being
paid to the preservation of natural landscapes, historical monuments, and traditional rural communities
(Saglamtas, 2019).

Materials and Methods

This study is an applied research in terms of its objective. Given the nature of the topic, the research was
conducted using qualitative methods and specifically, Grounded Theory (GT). The necessary data was collected
through a combination of library research and fieldwork. The library method was used to complete and
strengthen the theoretical foundations of the research and to access documentary data for the document analysis
phase. The fieldwork, on the other hand, was employed to gather the necessary information and observations.
Since the research topic required fieldwork and the researcher's presence among the study population, data
collection was conducted through interviews and observation. The participants in this research included
specialists, university professors, and experienced professionals in the field of agritourism. The sampling method
was purposive sampling. Theoretical saturation was achieved after the tenth interview, but to ensure greater
confidence, interviews were continued with a total of twelve participants.

Results

Based on the results, 256 initial codes, 234 secondary codes, 16 axial codes, and finally 47 selective codes were
obtained. The causal conditions for the development of agritourism in the city of Hashtjin include: people with a
strong culture, changes in the situation and needs of the agricultural sector, and the empowerment and
participation of local communities. The contextual factors consist of: the region's potential for investment and
planning in agritourism, the necessity of developing infrastructure and facilities, the lack of attention to the
region's existing capabilities, and factors related to agricultural and rural attractions. The intervening conditions
are: economic factors, infrastructural weaknesses, and changes in tourists' attitudes and demands. Furthermore,
the strategies include: factors related to policymaking and management, and effective marketing and advertising.
Finally, the consequences related to the research on the agritourism development model for the city of Hashtjin
include: economic development, socio-cultural development, and environmental development.

Conclusion

Agritourism is a form of sustainable tourism that has emerged as a unique combination of agriculture and
tourism. This sector offers visitors an agricultural experience and transforms rural areas into tourist destinations.
Considering the water limitations and the potential of fertile soil and favorable climate, the development of
agritourism in this region requires an intelligent and sustainable approach. Strategies should be based on low-
water and sustainable agriculture (such as cultivating resistant plants and modern irrigation methods), creating
unique attractions (special farm tours, native plant gardens, seasonal ecotourism, and astrotourism), and
leveraging high-quality products and local handicrafts. Water resource management and educating tourists on
optimal water consumption are crucial. Furthermore, with the completion of the Shahid Emran Pousti dam
project, the city will benefit from the Qezel Uzan River for the development of this region. Developing
sustainable ecotourism accommodations with an emphasis on reducing water consumption and smart marketing
focusing on the unique characteristics of the region are other pillars of this development. Ultimately, cooperation
and collaboration between farmers, tourism operators, and relevant organizations, along with government
support to facilitate this process, seem necessary. The ultimate goal is to create a sustainable and profitable
agritourism industry while preserving the natural and cultural resources of the region.
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