Investigating and analyzing the sense of belonging to the place and the
factors affecting it in rural areas (Study area: Shusef rural district,
Nehbandan county)

Sakineh Arab!| Tahereh Sadeghloo? Hamid Shayan?

1. Master student of Geography and Rural Planning, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad. E-mail: sakenharab76@gmail.com
2. Corresponding author, Associat Professor, Department of Geography, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

E-mail: tsadeghloo@um.ac.ir

3. Professor of Geography Department, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran. E-mail: shayan34@um.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received 26 December 2022

Received in revised form 10
April 2023

Accepted 14 June 2023

Published online 21 July 2024

Keywords:

Sense of belonging, Sence of
place, rural development, local
community, guide
Shusef rural district.

planes,

The sense of belonging to a place is an indicator by which one can measure the degree of
distinctiveness of that place for people compared to other places. For this purpose, in the
present research, an attempt has been made to investigate and analyze the sense of
belonging to a place in rural areas and the factors affecting it. The current research is
descriptive-analytical in nature, survey-type in execution, and field-type in terms of data
collection method. The area under study is Shusef Dehestan, of Nehbandan county, in
South Khorasan province. This village has 56 inhabited villages, of which 15 villages are
the basis of the field study. After collecting data and analyzing them based on statistical
tests, the findings indicate that the significance level in all three dimensions of the
evaluation of the sense of place belonging is less than 0.05 and the average is higher than
the median value of 3. Among these dimensions, the identity dimension has the highest
average with an average of 3.89. In the variable of factors affecting the sense of place
belonging, the results of the average comparison test show the significance and more than
the average effect of each of the three dimensions on the sense of place. The results of the
regression test show that the level of significance in all the factors affecting the sense of
belonging to a place is less than 0.05, which indicates that these factors have a direct
impact on the sense of belonging to a place. Among the three factors, the environmental-
physical variable or place characteristics with a beta of 0.556 had the greatest impact on
the sense of belonging to the place.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The sense of belonging to a place can be expressed as an emotional and meaningful relationship between a person and a place,
an emotional bond that people value as a place to return to. In fact, the feeling of belonging to a place is an indicator by which
one can measure the degree of distinctiveness of that place for people compared to other places. It is certain that these
distinctions are the collective result of material and spiritual factors, including environment, environment, physical and
architectural, social environment and type of activities, level of culture and history, personal and psychological dimensions
(perception, cognition and feeling) (Batani Khosrowshahi and Belilan Asl, 1395: 1).

Data and method:

The current research is descriptive-analytical in nature, survey-type in execution, and field-type in terms of data collection
method. In the beginning, organized studies have been carried out in order to prepare theoretical bases and foundations in a
library form, and after extracting the research indicators in the form of two variables of the sense of place belonging and the
factors affecting the sense of place, each in the form of three dimensions, to The questionnaire tool has been developed by the
researcher and in the next stage, the required field data has been collected. In this village, 15 villages that have more population
in Shusuf village were selected as the studied villages.

Discussion and conclusion:

One-sample t-test was used to investigate the average feeling of belonging to the place among the villagers of the study area
due to the normality of the data. The results of the findings show that there is a significance level of less than 0.05 in all
dimensions, which indicates the existence of a sense of belonging to the place in the villagers in three dimensions, and among
these dimensions, the identity belonging dimension has a higher average. According to the findings of the research, the greatest
effect of feeling of belonging to a place was in the dimension of identity belonging with an average value of 3.89. And the
lowest effect is in the dimension of functional belonging with an average value of 3.58. One-sample t-test was used to
investigate the factors affecting the feeling of belonging to the place among the studied villages. The results show that the
calculated average of the variables affecting the feeling of belonging to the place and its indicators is measured with the
hypothetical average (3) and it is proven that the real average of the respondents' opinion on the variable of the factors affecting
the feeling of belonging to the place and its indicators is from 3 is larger and medium to high. Also, the difference from the
average and the upper and lower limits of the variables affecting the feeling of belonging to the place and its indicators have
been positive. that the significance level in the perceptual and cognitive dimension was less than 0.05. And it shows that this
dimension had a great impact on the feeling of belonging to the place. Multiple regression was used to investigate the effect of
the factors affecting the sense of place belonging on the sense of place belonging. The results show that the adjusted coefficient
of determination is equal to 0.63, which indicates the high ability of the dimensions of the independent variable in explaining
the variance of the dependent variable. That is, the independent variable explains 63% of the changes of the dependent variable
and the rest of these changes (37%), which is known as the square of the error quantity; They are influenced by variables
outside the model. Also, the value of Watson's camera is equal to 0.50, which indicates that the residuals are independent from
each other. Finally, it was tried to rank the studied villages in terms of sense of belonging to the place. MABAC model has
been used to rank the studied villages in terms of sense of belonging to the place. The best studied village in the field of sense
of belonging to a place belongs to the village of Mohammadabad Razzagzadeh, which is due to the attention to agricultural
issues and attention to youth entrepreneurship, and the worst village in the field of sense of belonging to a place belongs to the
village of Tarig, which is the reason The main reason is the lack of facilities and infrastructure, water shortages and successive
droughts in this village.

Results:

The sense of place means people's mental perception of the environment and their more or less conscious feelings about their
environment, which places a person in an internal relationship with the environment, so that the understanding and feeling of
the person is linked and integrated with the semantic context of the environment. This sense is a factor that transforms a space
into a place with special sensory and behavioral characteristics for certain people. The sense of place, in addition to the feeling
of comfort in an environment, supports the cultural concepts desired by the people, the social and cultural relations of the
community in a specific place, and makes people remember past experiences and achieve identity. In this regard, the results of
the research show that this research has comprehensively investigated and analyzed the sense of belonging to a place in rural
areas, and on the other hand, it has investigated the factors affecting it. The results of the regression test findings show that the
beta value in the environmental-physical variable is equal to 0.556, which has the highest beta value among the variables, for
this reason, it can be said that this variable is more influential than other variables in the feeling of belonging to a place. have
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been. Based on what has been said, the current research compared to previous researches and studies has extracted effective
indicators in order to investigate the factors affecting the sense of belonging to a place.
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