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Public spaces are considered an important dimension of the civilization of cities. Due to
the restrictions created, these spaces have had the greatest impact during the Corona
period. The aim of this study is to investigate the sociability of public spaces in Region 1
of Mashhad and to show how the quality of people's presence in these spaces has changed
as a result of the Corona outbreak? And have the background characteristics of people
(acquired and non-acquired) played a role in this regard? The study is of a descriptive-
analytical type and the research variables are based on a conceptual model including 4
components of presence, security, public health, and public space management in the form
of 55 variables. The study scale also includes all public spaces in Region 1. For this
purpose, 356 questionnaires were completed by those present in the public space using the
Cochran formula. The collected data were evaluated through inferential tests such as "one-
sample t-test”, "two-sample t-test", "paired" and "correlation test" after entering the SPSS
software. By combining the information through logical methods, the story of the
sociability of public spaces was organized in the form of "4 acts" according to the acquired
contextual characteristics (education and marriage) and non-acquired contextual
characteristics (age and gender) of the users. "The first act of the story" showed higher
stress and unwillingness of men to participate in public spaces compared to women. "The
second act" indicated that married people have stronger motivations and a desire to interact
with others compared to single people. "Act Three of the Story" showed a decrease in
presence, a lack of willingness to work together in public spaces, and a sense of insecurity
among literate people compared to people with lower literacy levels, and "Act Four"
confirmed a tendency toward cyberspace, a lack of need for street lighting, a decrease in
presence, and a lack of understanding of strangers among older people. Additional findings
indicate the effective role of public vaccination in promoting residents' sense of presence in
public spaces after the outbreak of COVID-19.
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Introduction

According to the current situation and the increase in the world population, and on the other hand, reducing the
environmental capacities for food production, achieving food security is far more difficult than it was decades
ago (Pollesch & Dale, 2016: 198). Today, with the expansion of the concept of human development, the issue of
food security has taken on new dimensions. And it has become one of the most important topics in all countries
(Gamini et al., 2017: 114). The strict prohibition of chemical inputs is considered a clear minimum criterion to
explain the necessity and importance of producing organic products, which provides guidance and
encouragement for farmers to work in the field of organic products (Pekdemir, 2018: 290). Therefore, organic
agriculture is considered one of the most important sources of food security in the world. In addition, it has
obvious benefits in promoting human health, protecting the environment, and preserving biodiversity (Yu et al.,
2018: 53). Considering the important role of organic products in maintaining health and providing proper food
security and that currently a small amount is allocated to healthy and organic products in Tabriz County,
Knowing the factors that lead to the improvement of the situation and the acceptance of these products is of high
priority. What is certain Quantitative and qualitative deficiencies in the supply of healthy food and agricultural
products have a negative effect on people's health and efficiency, and they are considered a threat that brings
many subsequent problems. Therefore, increasing investment and political reforms in the field of healthy and
organic farming are considered necessities, which can affect food security. Based on this, the current research
was conducted with the aim of investigating and identifying factors affecting food security, with an emphasis on
organic agriculture.

Data and Method

The current research is applied in terms of purpose. And based on the strategy, it is considered mixed, and the
research method that governs it is quantitative-qualitative. The statistical population of the research is the expert
agricultural jihad of Tabriz County. At the beginning, by selecting a few samples in a targeted manner and then
using the snowball method, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 16 people until reaching theoretical
saturation. The theme analysis method was used to analyze the findings from the interview. The quantitative part
of the research was done based on the results of the qualitative stage. Based on 62 selective themes, a
questionnaire in the form of a Likert scale was designed and studied again at the disposal of the community. The
statistical population of this part of the research was the experts of Jihad Kashwarzi, Gardeners Cooperative, in
the field of growing healthy and organic crops and herbal medicine clinics, which were directly related to the
cultivation of healthy and organic products. At this stage, smart PLS 3 software was used to analyze the
questionnaires. Confirmatory factor analysis has two parts: a structural model and a measurement model. The
partial least squares approach was used to implement the structural equation model.

Results and Discussion

Findings based on theme analysis showed that, in total, 211 phrases were extracted from the interviewees and
categorized into 62 selective themes, 28 sub-themes, and eight main themes. Based on the results of six optional
themes, due to having factor loadings less than 0.5, they were removed from the list. And from the total of 62
optional themes, 56 remained. Also, the average value of the extracted variance index (AVE) for all eight themes
and main factors was estimated to be more than 0.5. On the other hand, the values obtained from the combined
reliability coefficient and Cronbach's alpha for each of the main themes were greater than 0.7. The coefficient of
determination of the square for the main themes of environmental protection was weak and estimated at 0.018.
Other main themes of the research were evaluated as having a value of the coefficient of square determination
higher than 0.26, which indicates the strong coefficient of determination of these themes. To check the fit of the
structural model, the criteria of t and Q2 statistics were used. Since the obtained t value is greater than 1.96, the
relationship between exogenous and endogenous variables of the model is significant, and the power of the
model in prediction is relatively acceptable. On the other hand, the value of Q2 was estimated to be more than
0.15, which indicates that the model has a suitable and acceptable fit.

Conclusion

Based on the results obtained, it can be stated that policymaking is one of the important factors that provides the
basis for food security in the correct application of nutrition, pricing, support, and monitoring policies. Due to
the importance of food security and its effect on social stability, pricing is considered one of the most important
issues in the policy system. According to the opinion of the experts of the agricultural jihad of Tabriz County,
this issue leads to optimizing decisions, modifying approaches, and finally accepting reasonable mechanisms in
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product price policy and management. which is considered one of the most important issues in providing
livelihood and economic growth. The results of the surveys showed a lack of a correct pricing system that
requires special policies. Some factors were reported that affect food security. The more expensive nature of
these products makes not all sections of society can afford it. Therefore, if government support is provided, the
price of products will also decrease. And after that, wide access to products is provided.
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